88% of fires extinguished by Portable Fire Extinguishers
Following the comprehensive survey reported in 2003, which identified that in 80% of cases portable equipment successfully extinguished fires and in 75% of those cases, the fire brigade was not required to attend, FIA Portable Extinguisher members were asked again to research data.

At a time where we are seeing more and more, politically correct ‘world gone mad’ decisions recommending that people do not attempt to use extinguishers in any circumstance, the association believes we need to remind people of the value portable fire extinguishers provide to society.

The number of responses, though fewer than the original survey*, produce similar results.
· In 75% of incidents the extinguisher put out the fire without Fire & Rescue Services (FRS) being called.

· In 88% of incidents the extinguishers put out the fire whether the FRS were called or not.

The 75% of incidents remains exactly the same whilst this latest data shows an increase, by 8%, in fires being extinguished.
The 2003 report suggested fire extinguishers actually save £5.1 million each year in terms of fire service resources and saved the UK economy over £500 million. Plus 1,629 injuries and the loss of 24 lives were prevented.  

Our data supports the importance of portable extinguishers. Far too often we see reports that portables are being removed or that people are being encouraged to ignore them and immediately evacuate their building!
If someone drops a lit match on a carpet, they do not evacuate the building, they, usually, calmly tread on the match and extinguish the flame. With portable extinguishers, common sense also applies, if we are faced with small fires (slightly larger than the ‘tread on’ size) and we are safe to do so, we should be encouraged to extinguish the fire before it spreads. 
The Fire Safety Order says ‘Where necessary in order to safeguard the safety of relevant persons, the responsible person must ensure that the premises are equipped with appropriate fire-fighting equipment and fire-fighting equipment is simple to use and indicated by signs. The responsible person must take measures for fire-fighting in the premises and nominate competent persons to implement those measures and ensure that the number of such persons, their training and the equipment available to them are adequate.’

BAFE’s SP101/ST104 scheme, provides third party assurance that registered companies are competent to place the right extinguishers in the right places with the right (and easy to understand) operating instructions and signage in place. 

The excuse we are finding for not promoting the use of extinguishers is that ‘we cannot guarantee that people have been properly trained’! A very poor excuse as training is readily available and fairly simple. 
The size of fire seems to be the contentious point. It’s not clearly defined. Convention says ‘not larger than a waste paper bin size’. Those in the industry know the test fires, used to certify the fire ratings on extinguishers, are very significant and whilst the people testing the equipment are ‘expert’ in extinguishing the test fires, the test fires are not ‘waste paper bin’ sized – a very significant safety factor is built in.

So what else can we conclude from the data? 

The general interpretation seems to be that an extinguisher (irrespective of size) will put out a small fire. Once a fire becomes too big - it is difficult to tackle with any size or any number of extinguishers. 
The full results are published as a news item on the fia.uk.com website alongside the 2003 report. The FIA will continue to champion the use of portable fire extinguishers which provide a common sense solution to extinguish fires before they develop to a size that threatens life, property and business continuity.

 *Complete data available from the FIA if required
Where known what burnt?


26%	Oil/flammable liquids


22%	Vehicles


19%	Electrical


17%	Waste bins/rubbish


13%	Cooking oils/grease


Where known the ignition source was: 


59% - Electrical 


36% - Hot work (welding, grinding, sparks etc)


Where success and extinguisher size is known: 


Large or Large plus medium/small extinguishers were successful in 86% of incidents 


Medium or Medium plus small extinguishers were successful in 89% or incidents 


Small extinguishers used only were successful in 91% of incidents


(NB: Large = 9ltr water-based, 9kg powder, 5kg CO2; Medium = 6ltr water-based, 4kg to 6kg powders; Small = 2ltr to 3ltr water-based, 1kg to 3kg powder, 2kg CO2) ��3ltr water based (where used) all put out the fire irrespective of whether they were correct for the risk. �Fires that were not put out were tackled by a variety of sizes - 9ltr waters and 9ltr foams were ineffective in some incidents of class A and class B fires respectively; similarly 2kg CO2 units were unsuccessful in putting out electrical fires. �








