
UK Transition –
Take action now

NEW RULES FROM 1 JANUARY 2021

will apply to businesses trading internationally



The Transition Period ends on 31 December 
2020

Regardless of the agreement we reach with the European Union on our future trade 
relationship, the UK will be leaving the EU single market and customs union, and trading 
rules will change.

This will bring both opportunities and changes for which businesses need to act to 
prepare now.

The Government’s Transition Period website provides a tailored list of actions based on 
your answers to a short questionnaire. Visit GOV.UK/transition 

https://www.gov.uk/transition


Businesses need to take actions 
regardless of the outcome of 
negotiations 

For example, if you:

• Sell goods to the EU, you must prepare for new customs procedures. 

• Travel to the EU for work purposes, you may need a visa or work permit and must apply if 
necessary.

• Employ overseas nationals, you will need to prepare for the new immigration system. 

• Receive personal data from contacts in the EEA, you may need to take extra steps to 
ensure that the data can continue to flow legally.

• Provide services in the EU, you must ensure that your qualifications are recognised by EU 
regulations to be able to practise or service clients in the EU.

This list is an indication of the actions businesses need to take to prepare for the end 
of the Transition Period. You can find out more on GOV.UK/transition

https://www.gov.uk/transition


You must act now to get your business 
ready.

If you don’t, you won’t be prepared to 
do business with the EU from

1 January 2021



Four things you can do now

1. Head to GOV.UK/transition to take a short survey and receive a personalised list of 
actions for you and your business to take.

2. If you can’t find answers online or have specific questions, fill out the enquiry 
form and one of our experts will point you in the right direction.

3. Sign-up to DIT’s free, one-hour webinars to understand the new trading rules which 
will come into effect from 1 January 2021, and take part in a Q&A session. All UK 
businesses are welcome to join. You could also watch recordings of previous DIT 
webinars. 

4. Attend webinars hosted by BEIS, DEFRA and HMRC, which cover specific topics such 
as personal data and regulations on manufactured goods, or watch them on 
demand. 

http://gov.uk/transition?utm_campaign=transition_p1&utm_medium=organic&utm_source=ogd_dit_eml&utm_content=ala__act0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmxm.mxmfb.com%2Frsps%2Fm%2FU87VU7NflMUxmhHn7278zTc7qLNVG39-5LpqyCnkd8U&data=02%7C01%7Cgeorge.jones%40trade.gov.uk%7Ca344d7a733424f71894408d8540c6b13%7C8fa217ec33aa46fbad96dfe68006bb86%7C0%7C0%7C637351759613349262&sdata=AjpautJmbmEBJ4BxRJBLv7MNVeH5%2BkoLKSRfaJsXEy4%3D&reserved=0
https://www.events.great.gov.uk/ehome/transition-period-webinars/about/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1CmIz-LHrLE
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.workcast.com%2FControlUsher.aspx%3Fcpak%3D2905552366482043%26pak%3D2807339524439725%26referrer%3DBIRD&data=04%7C01%7CEmilie.Cox%40trade.gov.uk%7C7d1868e4a0b24acbe29208d88ae27e9b%7C8fa217ec33aa46fbad96dfe68006bb86%7C0%7C0%7C637412052792371182%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=YjO0vS1OiFEVX2vUfVdN%2BHviJrZfVjx8r97SWkyu8dI%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fguidance%2Fwebinars-for-exporters-of-animals-and-products-of-animal-origin-to-the-eu&data=04%7C01%7CEmilie.Cox%40trade.gov.uk%7C7d1868e4a0b24acbe29208d88ae27e9b%7C8fa217ec33aa46fbad96dfe68006bb86%7C0%7C0%7C637412052792371182%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=MZX2E4H5TN8%2Fvvw5YvEdzGsfJMFeintIzqGD07iPng0%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fguidance%2Fhelp-and-support-for-uk-transition&data=04%7C01%7CEmilie.Cox%40trade.gov.uk%7C7d1868e4a0b24acbe29208d88ae27e9b%7C8fa217ec33aa46fbad96dfe68006bb86%7C0%7C0%7C637412052792381132%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=J1WqEQ5QhfFM1PlggJNbfXzyVtG69RqBlUFRhOr%2FAAs%3D&reserved=0


Businesses based in the EU

Businesses based in the EU also need to take action now.

• If you run an EU-based business, you need to check the new rules and prepare 
for the changes so that you can continue trading with the UK from January 
2021.

• Visit for GOV.UK/eubusiness for guidance about the upcoming changes for EU 
businesses trading with the UK.

• Guidance for EU businesses is available in English, German, Spanish, French,
Italian, Dutch, and Polish

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Feubusiness&data=04%7C01%7COliver.Martin%40trade.gov.uk%7C98871898e61d4b5c4a0f08d88bfb4704%7C8fa217ec33aa46fbad96dfe68006bb86%7C0%7C0%7C637413258622683060%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=W3CZmGwg5A9g86R1YwmCamJZWc85qZibbVTiws6vHa0%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Feubusiness&data=04%7C01%7COliver.Martin%40trade.gov.uk%7C98871898e61d4b5c4a0f08d88bfb4704%7C8fa217ec33aa46fbad96dfe68006bb86%7C0%7C0%7C637413258622693017%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=%2BiXqdI1h5wIDaKOTQnlkGIDUZpLB5Udq0EVDSNVjD84%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Ftrade-with-the-uk-from-january-2021-prepare-your-eu-business%2Fhandel-mit-dem-vereinigten-konigreich-ab-1-januar-2021-fur-unternehmen-mit-sitz-in-der-eu&data=04%7C01%7COliver.Martin%40trade.gov.uk%7C98871898e61d4b5c4a0f08d88bfb4704%7C8fa217ec33aa46fbad96dfe68006bb86%7C0%7C0%7C637413258622693017%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=aeQIP3yOD5eMlzisM9bNyv14YSrKGiL8CkjBq94sC0A%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Ftrade-with-the-uk-from-january-2021-prepare-your-eu-business%2Fcomo-hacer-negocios-con-el-reino-unido-a-partir-del-1-de-enero-de-2021-en-caso-de-ser-una-empresa-con-sede-en-la-ue&data=04%7C01%7COliver.Martin%40trade.gov.uk%7C98871898e61d4b5c4a0f08d88bfb4704%7C8fa217ec33aa46fbad96dfe68006bb86%7C0%7C0%7C637413258622693017%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=UbOCANO0XUAhFYcVAUA7GvOe0xHhdqy6z%2FaMCWrlLrg%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Ftrade-with-the-uk-from-january-2021-prepare-your-eu-business%2Ftravailler-avec-le-royaume-uni-a-partir-du-1er-janvier-2021-en-tant-quentreprise-basee-dans-lue&data=04%7C01%7COliver.Martin%40trade.gov.uk%7C98871898e61d4b5c4a0f08d88bfb4704%7C8fa217ec33aa46fbad96dfe68006bb86%7C0%7C0%7C637413258622702972%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=f5Yla7eDqB7cBxASIF%2BXPaPXX7drVtXUDR0uWoxOSJ4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Ftrade-with-the-uk-from-january-2021-prepare-your-eu-business%2Fcome-le-aziende-presenti-nellunione-europea-potranno-effettuare-scambi-commerciali-con-il-regno-unito-a-partire-dal-01012021&data=04%7C01%7COliver.Martin%40trade.gov.uk%7C98871898e61d4b5c4a0f08d88bfb4704%7C8fa217ec33aa46fbad96dfe68006bb86%7C0%7C0%7C637413258622702972%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=4uT7Q8pL4Z5OgOAjidWtSMoTIYsANZWaWLh3mHIn19c%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Ftrade-with-the-uk-from-january-2021-prepare-your-eu-business%2Fbereid-uw-bedrijf-voor-op-januari-2021-als-u-in-de-eu-bent-gevestigd&data=04%7C01%7COliver.Martin%40trade.gov.uk%7C98871898e61d4b5c4a0f08d88bfb4704%7C8fa217ec33aa46fbad96dfe68006bb86%7C0%7C0%7C637413258622702972%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=kBjVHUN0KFWXGbQnZsqThEmx4Caz0SpCGYwa2oz7X%2Fo%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Ftrade-with-the-uk-from-january-2021-prepare-your-eu-business%2Fhandel-z-wielka-brytania-od-1-stycznia-2021-roku-informacje-dla-firm-z-unii-europejskiej&data=04%7C01%7COliver.Martin%40trade.gov.uk%7C98871898e61d4b5c4a0f08d88bfb4704%7C8fa217ec33aa46fbad96dfe68006bb86%7C0%7C0%7C637413258622712930%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=kU%2B8xFsycwzhbDEhituZBF%2FMdeThuzxsbcuzB0NctFQ%3D&reserved=0



