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Unit:  
Unit: Level 3 Fundamentals of the Recommendations for Fire Detection and Fire Alarm 
Systems in Domestic Buildings 

Date Completed: 11 Jul 2020 

Development Group: FD&A Development Group Revised  
  
Guided Learning Hours (GLH) 8 Hrs Directed Learning Hours (DL) 4 Hrs Invigilated Assessment Hours (IA) 1.5 Hrs Total Qualification Time (TQT) 13.5 Hrs  
   
Assessment Method: Multi-Choice, E-Assessment   
   
Learning Outcomes: This is a general unit covering the fundamentals of the recommendations stated within the standard for Fire Detection and Fire Alarm Systems in 
Domestic Buildings. Learners will have some familiarity with the standard and know where to locate and extract relevant information from the recommendations made 
in the standard BS 5839-6.  
 
Before completing this unit, learners are required to have already successfully completed the FIA AO Level 3 Fundamentals of the Recommendations for Fire Detection 
and Fire Alarms Systems in Non-Domestic Buildings. 
 
As the only unit included within the qualification, learners who have successfully completed this unit will be awarded the FIA AO Level 3 Fundamentals of the 
Recommendations for Fire Detection and Fire Alarm Systems in Domestic Buildings. 
 
Learners completing this unit will have gained fundamental knowledge and understanding of the recommendations for Fire Detection and Fire Alarm Systems in 
Domestic Buildings. They will be able to refer to the standard and extract the relevant information as set out in the recommendations. 
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Subject Knowledge Criteria Performance Criteria 

A. General: 
Clauses 1,2 & 3 

Learners will have knowledge and understanding of: 
 

1. The Scope statement 
 

2. The Normative references 
 

3. Terms and definitions 

Learners will be able to: 
 

1. Identify and provide a brief explanation of the scope 
statement for the standard with extracts and examples as 
required 

 
2. Provide an explanation of normative references and to 

identify and make reference to those stated within the 
standard 

 
3. Provide an explanation of definitions included within the 

standard and to provide an explanation of terms 
according to the definitions included 

Explanatory Notes 
 
As an introduction to the standard, the sections included under this subject heading detail general information regarding the scope 
and its principles. Learners will be able to demonstrate their understanding and comprehension of the sections included, with 
reference to the standard, and their general application to FD&A systems 
 
Learners will be required to demonstrate their understanding of the recommendations stated within the standard. However, in 
certain circumstances reference will be made to the commentary in order to identify and state specific examples listed. Interpretation 
and context included within the commentary has not been included. 
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Subject Knowledge Criteria Performance Criteria 

B. Fire Risk Assessment: 
Clause 4 

Learners will have knowledge and understanding of: 
 

1. Fire Risk Assessment 

Learners will be able to: 
 

1. Provide an explanation of fire risk assessments and the 
recommendations for their production and use, with 
reference where applicable to the figure provided 

Explanatory Notes 
 
Learners will not be expected to compile a fire risk assessment, rather, to demonstrate understanding and comprehension of the 
requirements for the production of and use of a fire risk assessment. With reference to the recommendations of the standard 
learners will be expected to extract and make reference to appropriate recommendations and applicable figures. 
 
Learners will be required to demonstrate their understanding of the recommendations stated within the standard. However, in 
certain circumstances reference will be made to the commentary in order to identify and state specific examples listed. Interpretation 
and context included within the commentary has not been included. 
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Subject Knowledge Criteria Performance Criteria 

C. System Components 
and Monitoring: 
Clauses 5 & 6 

Learners will have knowledge and understanding of: 
 

1.  System components 
 

2. Monitoring of circuits 

Learners will be able to: 
 

1. Identify and provide a brief explanation of the 
recommendations for selection of system components, 
to be used in fire detection and fire alarm systems with 
examples as required  

 
2. Identify, extract and provide an outline description of the 

recommendations for monitoring of circuits  

Explanatory Notes 
 
Learners will be able to reference the recommendations of the standard to ensure appropriate selection of compliant components 
and for the monitoring of system circuits. 
 
Learners will be required to demonstrate their understanding of the recommendations stated within the standard. However, in 
certain circumstances reference will be made to the commentary in order to identify and state specific examples listed. Interpretation 
and context included within the commentary has not been included. 
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Subject Knowledge Criteria Performance Criteria 

D. System type: 
Clauses 7, 8 & 9 

Learners will have knowledge and understanding of: 
 

1. Grades of system 
 

2. Categories of system 
 

3. Choice of system 
 

Learners will be able to: 
 

1. Recognise and provide a brief description of the grades 
of system  
 

2. Recognise and provide a brief description of the 
categories of system 
 

3. With reference to the recommendations and tables 
provided, be able to recognise and provide a brief 
description of the minimum grade and system category 
required and any considerations applicable in the 
selection of minimum grade and/or system category 

Explanatory Notes 
 
Learners should be able to recognise and apply the appropriate recommendations for the selection of system category and grade, 
with reference to both the recommendations and the tables provided. 
 
Learners will be required to demonstrate their understanding of the recommendations stated within the standard. However, in 
certain circumstances reference will be made to the commentary in order to identify and state specific examples listed. Interpretation 
and context included within the commentary has not been included. 
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Subject Knowledge Criteria Performance Criteria 

E. Fire Detection 
Clauses 10, 11 & 12 

Learners will have knowledge and understanding of: 
 

1. Detector selection 
 

2. Location and siting 
 

3. Limitation of false alarms 

Learners will be able to: 
 

1. Identify recognise and select appropriate fire detection 
according to requirements stated, with reference to the 
recommendations of the standard 
 

2. Identify, recognise and state appropriate location and 
siting of fire detection according to requirements stated, 
with reference to the recommendations of the standard 
 

3. With reference to the recommendations stated, 
recognise and identify common causes of false alarms 
and provide an explanation of the preventative steps 
recommended in order to mitigate effects and the 
occurrence of false alarms 

Explanatory Notes 
 
Learners should be able to select and site detection devices to provide levels of protection appropriate to the grade and category of 
system. Having selected and appropriately sited detection devices learners should also be able to recognise the risk and causes of 
false alarms and take remedial steps for their reduction. 
 
Learners will be required to demonstrate their understanding of the recommendations stated within the standard. However, in 
certain circumstances reference will be made to the commentary in order to identify and state specific examples listed. Interpretation 
and context included within the commentary has not been included. 

  



 

7 
Level 3 Fundamentals of the Recommendations for Fire Detection and Fire Alarm Systems in Domestic Buildings V3 Jul 2020 

Subject Knowledge Criteria Performance Criteria 

F. Alarms 
Clauses 13 & 14 

Learners will have knowledge and understanding of: 
 

1. Audible fire alarm devices and their audibility 
 

2. Fire alarm warnings for people who are deaf and people 
who are hard of hearing 

Learners will be able to: 
 

1. Provide a brief explanation of the recommendations for 
alarms and the audibility of alarm devices 
 

2. Provide a brief explanation of the recommendations for 
alarm warnings for persons who are deaf or hard of 
hearing  

Explanatory Notes 
 
Learners should understand the recommendations for alarms and additional recommendations for persons who are deaf or hard of 
hearing. With reference to the recommendations stated in the standard learners should be able to identify, select and apply 
appropriate means of warning any/all affected persons. 
 
Learners will be required to demonstrate their understanding of the recommendations stated within the standard. However, in 
certain circumstances reference will be made to the commentary in order to identify and state specific examples listed. Interpretation 
and context included within the commentary has not been included. 
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Subject Knowledge Criteria Performance Criteria 

G. Power and Control 
Clauses 15, 16 & 17 

Learners will have knowledge and understanding of: 
 

1. Power supplies 
 

2. Wiring 
 

3. Control and Indicating Equipment (CIE) 

Learners will be able to: 
 

1. Provide a brief explanation of the recommendations for 
power supplies with reference, and according to, the 
grade of system specified 
 

2. Provide a brief explanation of the recommendations for 
wiring with reference, and according to, the grade of 
system specified 
 

3. Provide a brief explanation of the recommendations for 
CIE according to grade of system  

Explanatory Notes 
 
Learners should be able to ensure appropriate supply of power and wiring to the FD&A system and all component devices. They will 
be required to recognise, identify and extract the appropriate recommendations in the standard according to the grade of system 
specified. They will also be required to recognise and extract appropriate recommendations for control and indicating equipment 
(CIE) where applicable and in accordance with the grade of system specified. 
 
Learners will be required to demonstrate their understanding of the recommendations stated within the standard. However, in 
certain circumstances reference will be made to the commentary in order to identify and state specific examples listed. Interpretation 
and context included within the commentary has not been included. 
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Subject Knowledge Criteria Performance Criteria 

H. Manual call points 
and Zoning 
Clause 18 & 19 

Learners will have knowledge and understanding of: 
 

1. Manual Call Points 
 

2. Zoning and other means for identification of the source 
of alarm conditions 

Learners will be able to: 
 

1. Identify the requirements for provision of manual call 
points and provide a brief explanation of the 
recommendations stated in the standard 
 

2. Provide a brief explanation of the recommendations for 
zoning and any other means for identification of the 
source of a fire alarm 

Explanatory Notes 
 
Learners should be able to identify requirement for provision of manual call points and for zoning of premises and reference the 
appropriate recommendations according to the scenario presented. 
 
Learners will be required to demonstrate their understanding of the recommendations stated within the standard. However, in 
certain circumstances reference will be made to the commentary in order to identify and state specific examples listed. Interpretation 
and context included within the commentary has not been included. 
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Subject Knowledge Criteria Performance Criteria 

I. System 
Communications 
Clauses 20 & 21 

Learners will have knowledge and understanding of: 
 

1. Remote transmission of alarm signals 
 

2. Radio-linked systems 

Learners will be able to: 
 

1. Identify and provide a brief explanation of the 
recommendations for remote transmission of alarm 
signals 
 

2. Identify and provide a brief explanation of the 
recommendations for radio linked systems 

Explanatory Notes 
 
Learners completing this subject of the unit syllabus will be expected to demonstrate their application of the standard through their 
referencing of methods of system communication both to external services in order to alert Fire and Rescue Services and internally 
through the use of radio linked systems. 
 
Learners will be required to demonstrate their understanding of the recommendations stated within the standard. However, in 
certain circumstances reference will be made to the commentary in order to identify and state specific examples listed. Interpretation 
and context included within the commentary has not been included. 
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Subject Knowledge Criteria Performance Criteria 

J. Installation and 
Commissioning 
Clauses 22 & 23 

Learners will have knowledge and understanding of: 
 

1. Electromagnetic compatibility 
 

2. Installation, Commissioning and Certification 

Learners will be able to: 
 

1. Recognise, identify and provide a brief explanation of the 
recommendations for electromagnetic compatibility 
 

2. Recognise, identify and provide a brief explanation of the 
recommendations for installation, commissioning and/or 
certification of systems according to the grade specified 

Explanatory Notes 
 
Learners should be able to identify and reference the appropriate recommendations for installation, commissioning and certification 
of systems according to the grade of system specified with additional references as applicable to recommendations for 
electromagnetic compatibility. 
 
Learners will be required to demonstrate their understanding of the recommendations stated within the standard. However, in 
certain circumstances reference will be made to the commentary in order to identify and state specific examples listed. Interpretation 
and context included within the commentary has not been included. 
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Subject Knowledge Criteria Performance Criteria 

K. User, System Testing 
and Maintenance 
Clause 24, 25, 26 & 
27 

Learners will have knowledge and understanding of: 
 

1. User instructions 
 

2. Routine testing 
 

3. Maintenance 
 

4. Logbook 

Learners will be able to: 
 

1. Recognise, identify and provide a brief explanation of the 
recommendations for information and instructions that 
should be issued to the user with examples as applicable 
 

2. Recognise, identify and provide a brief explanation of the 
recommendations for routine testing of systems with 
reference to specific requirements according to grade of 
system as applicable 
 

3. Recognise, identify and provide a brief explanation of the 
recommendations for maintenance of systems with 
reference to specific requirements according to grade of 
system as applicable and to the tables provided 
 

4. Recognise, identify and provide a brief explanation of the 
recommendations for system logbooks  

Explanatory Notes 
 
Learners should be able to recognise and identify appropriate recommendations for the ongoing use and maintenance of the FD&A 
system. Learners should also be able to reference recommendations applicable, according to the grade of system specified. 
 
Learners will be required to demonstrate their understanding of the recommendations stated within the standard. However, in 
certain circumstances reference will be made to the commentary in order to identify and state specific examples listed. Interpretation 
and context included within the commentary has not been included. 
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Subject Knowledge Criteria Performance Criteria 

L. Annexes 
 

Learners will have knowledge and understanding of: 
 

1. Fire risk assessment for dwellings (Annex A) 
 

2. Control and indicating equipment for Grade C systems 
(Annex B) 
 

3. Choice of appropriate grade of fire detection and fire 
alarm system (Annex C) 
 

4. Model certificates for Grade A systems (Annex D) 
a. Design Certificate 
b. Installation Certificate 
c. Commissioning Certificate 
d. Acceptance Certificate 
e. Modification Certificate 

 
5. Model certificates for Grade C, Grade D and Grade F 

systems (Annex E) 
 

6. Guidance to occupiers and landlords (Annex F) 
 

7. Method for calculating standby battery capacity for 
Grade A systems (Annex G) 
 

8. Model inspection and servicing certificate for all systems 
(Annex H) 
 

9. Servicing procedure by competent person (Annex I) 

Learners will be able to: 
 

1. Recognise identify and extract information as applicable 
from Annex A and provide a brief explanation 
 

2. Recognise, identify and extract information as applicable 
from Annex B and provide a brief explanation 
 

3. Recognise, identify and extract information as applicable 
from Annex C and provide a brief explanation with 
reference to the grade of system specified 
 

4. Recognise, Identify and provide applicable information 
for the completion of model certificates as detailed in 
Annex D 
 

5. Recognise, identify and provide applicable information 
for the completion of model certificates as detailed in 
Annex E 
 

6. Recognise, identify and extract information as applicable 
for guidance to occupiers and landlords and provide a 
brief explanation as applicable 
 

7. With reference to Annex G, complete battery calculations 
using the formula provided 
 

8. Recognise, identify and provide applicable information 
for the completion of model certificates as detailed in 
Annex H 
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9. Recognise, identify and extract information as applicable 
for servicing of systems by competent person according 
to the grade of system as specified. 

Explanatory Notes 
 
The annexes provide additional information and sample documents applicable to the standard and to FD&A systems in domestic 
premises. Learners will be required to demonstrate their ability to use and apply the standard through demonstration of their 
referencing, extraction and completion of appropriate detailed documents contained within the standard. 
 
Learners will be required to demonstrate their understanding of the recommendations stated within the standard. However, in 
certain circumstances reference will be made to the commentary in order to identify and state specific examples and to carry out 
calculations as applicable. Interpretation and context included within the commentary has not been included. 

 


