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INAUGURAL AWARD WINNERS

LEADERSHIP
STATEMENT

EUROFEU TAKE ON
NATIONAL SURVEYS

FETA recognised the bravery of three

people who used fire extinguishers to prevent

potential tragedies in an Awards Ceremony

at the association’s Annual Conference

Dinner on 28 November.

The inaugural FETA Award was

presented by Ken Knight, CBE, Chief Fire

Officer of the West Midlands Fire Service to

Dale Johnson, a service engineer with MK

Fire and Bob Hall and Ken Seddon of

Chubb Security at the Windmill Village

Hotel in Coventry.

Mr Knight presented the FETA Sword,

forged in 1976, on which each of the winners

names has been engraved, along with

commemorative tankards, and praised their

achievements with the comments -

“...dealing with a fire by a trained fire

fighter wearing protective clothing is

daunting enough so I have nothing but

admiration for the award winners.”  The

judges were unable to decide on an overall

winner from the many candidates put

forward hence this, the first in an annual

awards scheme, went to three winners.

Mr Johnson from Watford was

recognised for his role in rescuing two young

children trapped inside a car which was

ablaze, with thick toxic smoke pouring into

the interior.  He put out the fire with an

extinguisher from his own vehicle and then

helped the distressed father who was paying

a visit to a nearby shop.  Mr Johnson said -

“I feel honoured but feel I did what I think

FETA Fire Extinguishing Trades AssociationFETA Fire Extinguishing Trades Association

Speakers Table from Annual Conference : (L to R) Jeremy Foyle from Tesco with David Bonnett and John Worboys of
FETA

Winners of Bravery Award: (L to R) Bob Hall, Ken Seddon and Dale Johnson receive their tankards and the FETA
sword from Ken Knight, CBE, Chief Fire Officer of the West Midlands Fire Service

Chairman David Bonnett introduces the new FETA
Leadership Statement at the 2001 Annual Conference

most people would do in that situation.

Being a father of two myself, the first thing

I saw was one of the boy’s heads and instinct

took over.”

Mr Hall from Newton Abbott and Mr

Seddon from Exeter were joint winners for

their parts in dealing with a fire at a city

college for the disabled in Exeter.  The fire

started after a young man with anxiety

problems left his room during the night to

have a cigarette.  On his return he discovered

a fire had broken out due to an electrical

fault in his stereo system.  He raised the

alarm and Security Officer Ken Seddon

tackled the blaze with a portable fire

extinguisher to get the fire under control.

His colleague, Acting Supervisor Bob Hall,

evacuated around 120 disabled students

within a matter of minutes.  Both Mr Hall

and Mr Seddon are ex-servicemen and

recognised that this was invaluable in

dealing with the situation they faced.  Mr

Seddon comments - “Both of us are

servicemen of longstanding which I think

helped in that we were able to react without

panicking.”  Mr Hall adds - “The situation

demanded that we did something - we did

and fortunately it was the right thing.”

The Dinner followed the FETA Annual
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FETA have introduced a new Leadership

Statement to show the way forward for the

association and to continue to develop its

position as a forum for supporting

profitable, high quality companies that are

committed to sustainable development.

FETA had previously operated under a

Code of Conduct which was last revised in

1996.  The FETA Council felt that it was

time to address this situation and in doing

so come up with an approach which better

reflected the commercial environment of

2002 and beyond.

The draft statement was introduced to

delegates at the 2001 Annual Conference by

FETA Chairman David Bonnett who said -

“we have taken the onus on quality that

underpins the Code of Conduct but have

extended it to take in more than just

business practices.”

The draft statement is being circulated

for consultation with a view to its adoption

in Spring 2002.

Following the successful extinguisher

survey carried out by FETA last year, the

national associations of Eurofeu have

agreed to carry out similar surveys in their

countries following a meeting in Geneva on

December 5, 2001.  Under the FETA survey

some 80% of fires reported were

extinguished primarily by portable fire

extinguishers without the intervention of the

Fire Brigade.  The European fire insurers

have also shown a keen interest in the

survey results, which will be further

discussed with them at the next

Eurofeu/European Fire Insurers Board

Meeting to be held in Cologne in March

2002.

The Eurofeu Portable Fire Extinguisher

Section have also endorsed the BAFE

Scheme for Service Technicians of Portable

Fire Extinguishers and the various national

Associations are now giving active

consideration to introducing a similar

scheme in their countries.  This clearly

shows the strong influence that FETA is

exercising in Europe.  

The Section is also drafting a guidance

document covering the selection and

installation of portable fire extinguishers

for future discussion with European

insurers and other interest groups.  

Conference in which a range of topics were

discussed.  The Conference opened with a

presentation by David Bonnett, Chairman

of FETA who introduced the association’s

new Leadership Statement.  He was followed

by John Worboys of FETA who examined

some of the threats to fire safety and the

implications of the amendments to BS 5306,

Jeremy Foyle of Tesco who outlined some of

the rights and wrongs of Fire Risk

Assessment, Alan Buck of Meridian

Technical Services on waste and the

environment, and Bob Blackman who

discussed the ramifications for company

cars when the new emissions based tax

regime is introduced in April, 2002.

TESTING
OPEN DAY
FOR BRE

FETA members were amongst the guests at an open day at The

Building Research Establishment (BRE) to allow companies to view the

testing facilities at the BRE’s Headquarters in Garston, near Watford.  

Dr Jeremy Hodge, MD of the Fire and Risk Sciences Division, Carol

Atkinson, MD BRE Certification and Tony Newman, Head of

European Legislation all gave presentations on the work of the BRE

and its role in providing the consultancy services previously offered by

the Loss Prevention Council (LPC).



FETA, Neville House, 55 Eden St., Kingston upon Thames, Surrey KT1 1BW. 

Tel: 020 8549 8839 Fax: 020 8547 1564 e-mail: feta@abft.org.uk Website: www.feta.org.uk

ISSUETWENTYEIGHT JANUARY2002

FETA have published a new guide to the

range of extinguishers that are available

and the types of fire they are designed to

fight.  

It opens with a simple table identifying

which extinguishers should be used in any

given situation, from Class A fires through

to Class F.  It also introduces the new colour

coding classification for extinguishers,

provides advice on where they should be

sited, guidance on maintenance, training

and how to use the various types of

extinguisher, from water through to wet

chemical.

FETA Marketing Manager Terry

Martiny comments - ÒOur campaign to

raise awareness of the important role that

extinguishers play in reducing fire losses is

beginning to bear fruit.   Our leaflet aimed

at businesses, with the central message that

3 out of 4 companies that experience a

serious fire go out of business, was the first

phase.  We are now following this up with a

more practical approach which explains the

various attributes of the different

extinguishers on the market.Ó

FIRE SAFETY SUMMIT

FETA PUBLISH GUIDE

FETA GOLF DAY
The main outcome of the Fire Safety

Summit held at Pennyhill Park on 29/30th

October was a broad agreement that an

expanded, more inclusive Fire Protection

Association would provide a forum to allow

identified fire safety issues to be debated and

action programmes to be formulated and

activated.  This was preferred to the

formation of a new body, possibly to be

called the Fire Safety Council, on the basis

that the framework for what was required

already exists in the form of the FPA and

there is a need to consolidate the work of

organisations in this area rather than

create new ones.

The Fire Protection Association is at

present in the process of changing its

Governance to include a wider

representation from the UK fire community

and to allow it to focus on a broader range

of fire safety related activities in the future.

It was stressed that such an

organisation would in no way seek to

compete with or overlap with the role and

work of the Fire Safety Advisory Board, but

rather would provide help and support to the

work of that body by creating a practical

means for the implementation of agreed new

fire safety initiatives.

The Summit agreed to form a small

working party under the chairmanship of

David Bonnett, Vice Chairman of the Fire

Industry Confederation and Chairman of

FETA, to consider the revised Governance of

the FPA, to ensure that it covers the

establishment of such a role.  

The working party has met and agreed

that the FPA should prepare a paper

explaining the workings of a reconstituted

FPA and putting forward a work

programme with a view to such a paper

being considered by the FSAB at its March

2002 meeting.  

FETA
EXAMS
Exam dates currently arranged for 2002:

20 February, 17 July and 16
October at Surrey Fire &
Rescue Service, Reigate
15 May and 20 November at
West Midlands Fire Service,
Smethwick.

To reserve places contact Janet
Willingham on: 020 8549 8839.

Fine weather and some wonderful golf

heralded FETA Golfing SocietyÕs first visit

to the St. Pierre Golf Club & Hotel on

October 4, 2001.

Nearly 50 players took part, ranging in

handicap from 1 to 28 and 60 sat down for

the dinner and prize-giving after a most

enjoyable day.  David Craigs, the Captain,

presented the prizes but not before he hadwelcomed all players and guests with a witty

and amusing speech.

The main prizes were donated by Luxfer

Gas Cylinders who have been doing so for at

least 30 years - and prizes for ÒNearest the

PinÓ and ÒThe Longest DriveÓwere donated

on this occasion by Jim Dawson of MK Fire

and Steve Evans of Amerex UK Limited.

The golfing format consisted of an 18

hole Stableford in the morning followed by

lunch and in the afternoon a nine-hole

greensome followed by a putting

competition.  The day closed with the dinner

and prize-giving.

The FETA Golf Society has been in

existence for over 50 years and the two

events held each year give members a

wonderful opportunity to invite their guests

to a dayÕs golf at some of the best venues in

the country.

The next event will be held on May 9,

2002 at Forest Pines Golf & Country Club

near Brigg in Lincolnshire  and if members

would like further information, they should

contact Ted Tipton on 01476 579347 (phone

or fax).

TRAINING
in the servicing of portable fire extinguishers

It is essential that fire extinguishers
are properly maintained by people who
have received adequate training and
have proven their competence.

Whether you work for a fire
protection company or simply have
responsibility for maintaining
equipment within your company, you
can achieve competence in the
servicing of portable fire extinguishers
through BAFE (British Approvals for
Fire Equipment) and thereby gain a
recognised certificate of competence.

BAFE courses are designed to fulfil
the requirements of the Fire
Precautions (Workplace) Regulations
and can culminate in delegates sitting
the FETA (Fire Extinguishing Trades
Association) examination.

The four-day courses are
comprehensive and priced at £550 per
delegate (excluding VAT).

Sitting the FETA examination which
is optional, is £65 for FETA members
and £145 for non-members.

The ECO-FIRE extinguisher from UK fire
is  a new, 3 litre, stored pressure extinguisher
with a 13A and 89B fire rating.  What a
breakthrough.  It combines proven fire
extinguisher hardware with a new
environmentally sensitive foam compound.

This multi-class extinguisher has passed
European and International specifications for
biodegradability and toxicity.  No
compromise. 

On the one hand there
are conventional AFFF
and FFFP additives
with their very good
film forming and burn-
back potential, but
they are generally not
environmentally friendly.
On the other hand there is a small
number of products that are
biodegradable but have limited burn-
back resistance and are ineffective
at producing a smothering film to
inhibit vapour release.

At UK Fire we set out to produce an
extinguisher which performed well in all
these areas.  By using the Eco-Fire additive
at a pre-mixed concentration of 20%, we
have managed to meet the environmental
targets without compromising the fire
fighting ability.  Multi-purpose.

The Eco-Fire 3 Litre extinguisher has
been specially designed to maximise the
fire fighting potential of the Eco-Fire

additive.  A 13A and 89B fire rating has
been achieved in BSI witnessed tests

and full kitemarking has been
awarded.

The extinguisher is certified for
use on live electrical equipment in

accordance with Annex A and Clause 4,
BS EN3-2: 1996.  The extinguisher is
colour coded to conform to BS7863 in

the same manner as the Iceni range.
The instructions/pictograms are
printed in Green ink to depict the
environmentally friendly nature of the

product and a colour coded neck ring.

Course Course 2002 Venue
No: Date:

1 18-21 Feb West Midlands Fire Service Training

Centre, Smethwick Birmingham

2 15-18 April The Paper Trail Museum,

Hemel Hempstead, Herts.

3 22-25 July Surrey Fire & Rescue Service Training

Centre, Reigate,Surrey

4 9-12 Sept International Training Centre,

Bristol Airport, Bristol, Avon

5 18-21 Nov Greater Manchester Fire Service,

Manchester, Lancs.

To reserve places contact Janet
Willingham on: 020 8549 8839

Specification
� 3 litre ECO-FIRE Foam, Stored Pressure Extinguisher
� 13A and 89B fire rating achieved in BSI witnessed tests and fully kitemarked
� Combines proven fire extinguisher hardware with new environmentally sensitive foam 

compound, ECO-FIRE
� Has not compromised the fire fighting capability usually associated with biodegradable 

products such as limited burn back resistance
� ECO-FIRE additive pre-mixed concentrate of 20%
� A&B Class - certified for us on wood, paper and fuel
� Features a unique nozzle which ensures operator safety 

if an accidental contact with live  electrical equipment 

Head Office:
UK Fire International Limited, Mountergate, Norwich, Norfolk NR1 1PY
Tel: 01603 727000;  Fax: 01603 727072; E-mail: norwich@ukfire.co.uk




